
TUNES, TEXTS, AND SOCIAL TUNES, TEXTS, AND SOCIAL 
NETWORKS AS ENGAGING NETWORKS AS ENGAGING 
LITERACY PRACTICES IN LITERACY PRACTICES IN 
THE TEACHING THE TEACHING 
OF LITERATUREOF LITERATURE

Chris Chris Goering, University of ArkansasGoering, University of Arkansas

Suzy Oertel, Washburn Rural High Suzy Oertel, Washburn Rural High SchoolSchool

Kate Erickson, Junction City High SchoolKate Erickson, Junction City High School



Underlying IssuesUnderlying Issues

�� Teach all students to read and write proficiently Teach all students to read and write proficiently 

�� National Assessment of Education Progress (NAEP)National Assessment of Education Progress (NAEP)

�� 79% of fourth graders reading behind grade level 79% of fourth graders reading behind grade level 
graduate from high school still reading behind graduate from high school still reading behind graduate from high school still reading behind graduate from high school still reading behind 
grade level grade level 

�� NAEP results state 8th and 12th grade reading NAEP results state 8th and 12th grade reading 
outcomes have not improved since 1971outcomes have not improved since 1971

�� Striving Readers Act of 2005   Striving Readers Act of 2005   



Is there anything more Is there anything more 
important?important?

�� Policy Statement on adolescent literacy by the Policy Statement on adolescent literacy by the 
International Reading Association (2007) International Reading Association (2007) 

�� Research Policy Statement on adolescent literacy Research Policy Statement on adolescent literacy 
from the National Council of Teachers of English from the National Council of Teachers of English 
(2007)(2007)(2007)(2007)

�� “It is easy to summon the language of crisis in “It is easy to summon the language of crisis in 
discussing adolescent literacy…less than half of the discussing adolescent literacy…less than half of the 
2005 ACT2005 ACT--tested high school graduates tested high school graduates 
demonstrated readiness for collegedemonstrated readiness for college--level reading, level reading, 
and the 2005 National Assessment of Educational and the 2005 National Assessment of Educational 
Progress (NAEP) scores for the 12th graders Progress (NAEP) scores for the 12th graders 
showed a decrease from 80 percent at the showed a decrease from 80 percent at the 
proficient level in 1992 to 73 percent in 2005 (1).”proficient level in 1992 to 73 percent in 2005 (1).”



NCTE Position on Adolescent NCTE Position on Adolescent 
and Young Adult Literacyand Young Adult Literacy

�� Reading is not a technical skill acquired once and Reading is not a technical skill acquired once and 
for all in the primary grades.for all in the primary grades. Rather, reading is a Rather, reading is a 
developmental process that continues to grow developmental process that continues to grow 
through engagement with various types of texts for through engagement with various types of texts for 
many purposes over a lifetime. Through a diverse many purposes over a lifetime. Through a diverse many purposes over a lifetime. Through a diverse many purposes over a lifetime. Through a diverse 
array of literacy practices, young people make array of literacy practices, young people make 
meaning and act upon their worlds.meaning and act upon their worlds. Adolescents Adolescents 
read in multiple ways, both in and out of school, read in multiple ways, both in and out of school, 
with texts ranging from clothing logos to music with texts ranging from clothing logos to music 
lyrics, from weblogs to comic books, from lyrics, from weblogs to comic books, from Harry Harry 
PotterPotter to to The Scarlet LetterThe Scarlet Letter..

(2004)(2004)



Well ConnectedWell Connected

�� Today's adolescents are connected beyond Today's adolescents are connected beyond 
the walls of their bedrooms and their the walls of their bedrooms and their 
classrooms through email, instant classrooms through email, instant 
messaging (IMing), social networking, messaging (IMing), social networking, 
blogs, and personal web pages. They blogs, and personal web pages. They blogs, and personal web pages. They blogs, and personal web pages. They 
connect with other adolescents around the connect with other adolescents around the 
world via email. They download music from world via email. They download music from 
other countries…Adolescence is all about other countries…Adolescence is all about 
speed and convenience and immediacy speed and convenience and immediacy 
(Lesesne, 2007, 62). (Lesesne, 2007, 62). 



Meeting our students on Meeting our students on 
their turftheir turf

�� Facebook, MySpace, XengaFacebook, MySpace, Xenga
�� Text messagingText messaging
�� IMIM
�� BlogsBlogs

WikisWikis�� WikisWikis
�� PodcastsPodcasts
�� MusicMusic
�� MoviesMovies
�� TelevisionTelevision
�� Video GamesVideo Games
�� You TubeYou Tube



Why?Why?

�� Why is it that precisely at a time when the Why is it that precisely at a time when the 
youth of the soyouth of the so--called Net generation are called Net generation are 
engaging, often simultaneously, with engaging, often simultaneously, with 
multiple sign systems (image, print, sound, multiple sign systems (image, print, sound, 
gesture, digital) and finding their own gesture, digital) and finding their own gesture, digital) and finding their own gesture, digital) and finding their own 
reasons for becoming literatereasons for becoming literate----reasons that reasons that 
extend beyond reading to acquire school extend beyond reading to acquire school 
knowledgeknowledge----there is a narrowing of what there is a narrowing of what 
counts as reading and how reading is counts as reading and how reading is 
taught? (Alvermann, 2007, 19) taught? (Alvermann, 2007, 19) 



Speaking Their Language:Speaking Their Language:

Turning Text Messaging into Turning Text Messaging into Turning Text Messaging into Turning Text Messaging into 

Methods of Teaching Methods of Teaching 

LiteratureLiterature



A RealityA Reality

"You've got a whole generation in the U.S. "You've got a whole generation in the U.S. 
that's kind of grown up with the ability to that's kind of grown up with the ability to 
type messages with only one thumb with type messages with only one thumb with 
their eyes closed […] It's become a different their eyes closed […] It's become a different their eyes closed […] It's become a different their eyes closed […] It's become a different 
form of communication that is changing form of communication that is changing 
society.”society.”

-- Michael Gartenberg, analyst at Michael Gartenberg, analyst at 
Jupiter Research in New York, NYJupiter Research in New York, NY

(Source:(Source: Wethe, David. Wethe, David. More uses found for texting as its popularity soars. More uses found for texting as its popularity soars. Fort Worth StarFort Worth Star--Telegram. 29 Telegram. 29 
July 2007.)July 2007.)



Some StatisticsSome Statistics

▪▪ About About 71% 71% of American teens own of American teens own 
cell phones. cell phones. (Pew Internet & American Life Project)(Pew Internet & American Life Project)

▪▪ In 2006, 158.6 BILLION text In 2006, 158.6 BILLION text 
messages were sent in the U.S. messages were sent in the U.S. ––
nearly double the number sent in nearly double the number sent in 
2005. 2005. (USA Today)(USA Today)



“Educators have more to gain from 
embracing cell phones than they do from 
keeping them out of the classroom. ‘The 

One PerspectiveOne Perspective

keeping them out of the classroom. ‘The 
educational segment is lagging behind 
the sophistication of the students,’ says 
[Phil] McKinney of HP. ‘They need to 
catch up.’”

(From Business Week Online August 28, 2008)



“Ask yourself this, what are the learning objectives? To 
use a cell phone? To communicate with a cell phone? To 
use a cell phone to surf the web? Where in state and 
national standards is cellular technology explicitly 

The following is a portion of a blog conversation from a K12 
online conference page titled “Cell Phones as Classroom 
Learning Tools” by Liz Kolb, author of Toys to Tools: 
Connecting Student Cell Phones to Education.

national standards is cellular technology explicitly 
required in curriculum? And finally ask yourself this 
before taking the plunge, am I simply jumping on a 
fadwagon that will leave my budget drained and I 
cannot show any authentic learning has taken place.
When it comes to using cell phones, I am reminded of 
the classic Clark Kozma debate. Is it the media or the 
method?” Posted by Michael | October 15, 2007, 9:52 pm 



Some StatisticsSome Statistics

Informal Action ResearchInformal Action Research

▪▪ 126 Sophomores126 Sophomores

▪▪ Washburn Rural H.S. Washburn Rural H.S. -- Topeka, KS Topeka, KS (population (population ▪▪ Washburn Rural H.S. Washburn Rural H.S. -- Topeka, KS Topeka, KS (population (population 

1720)1720)

Anonymous poll asking:Anonymous poll asking:

1) Do you have your own cell/mobile phone?1) Do you have your own cell/mobile phone?

2) On average, how many text messages do you send in a 242) On average, how many text messages do you send in a 24--
hour period?hour period?

3) Have you ever sent a text message during the school day?3) Have you ever sent a text message during the school day?



StatisticsStatistics

Informal Action ResearchInformal Action Research

RESULTS:RESULTS:

1) Do you have your own cell/mobile phone?1) Do you have your own cell/mobile phone?1) Do you have your own cell/mobile phone?1) Do you have your own cell/mobile phone?

89% 89% YESYES

2) On average, how many text messages do you send in a 242) On average, how many text messages do you send in a 24--hour hour 
period?period?

6565

3) Have you ever sent a text message during the school day?3) Have you ever sent a text message during the school day?

82% 82% YESYES



Why bring it into OUR Why bring it into OUR 
classrooms?classrooms?

▪▪ It’s already here!It’s already here!

▪▪ December 2007 marked 15December 2007 marked 15--year anniversary year anniversary ▪▪ December 2007 marked 15December 2007 marked 15--year anniversary year anniversary 
of first text message...It’s not going away.of first text message...It’s not going away.

▪▪ Meet kids where they are.Meet kids where they are.

▪▪ Lucky us! Lucky us! This growing This growing trend involves TEXT trend involves TEXT 
and language.and language.



Handling Our FearsHandling Our Fears

▪▪ Text message Text message “words” “words” in formal writingin formal writing

▪▪ Students texting during Students texting during class (distracted)class (distracted)

▪▪ Increase in spelling and grammatical errorsIncrease in spelling and grammatical errors

ANSWER: Don’t ignore these issues.ANSWER: Don’t ignore these issues.
▪▪ appropriate useappropriate use

▪▪ don’t abandon traditional practices and don’t abandon traditional practices and 

requirementsrequirements



As Long As It’s Here…As Long As It’s Here…

…We may as well use it to our …We may as well use it to our 
advantage.advantage.



Principles of Text Principles of Text 
MessagingMessaging

▪▪ Brevity!Brevity!

-- as few characters as possibleas few characters as possible

-- get to the pointget to the point-- get to the pointget to the point

▪▪ Quick response expectedQuick response expected

▪▪ Immediate delivery (sentImmediate delivery (sent--received)received)

▪▪ Every character counts (letters, Every character counts (letters, 
symbols, punctuation)symbols, punctuation)

▪▪ Redundancy discouragedRedundancy discouraged



How can we use these?How can we use these?

▪▪ Reader responseReader response

▪▪ Elements of writing (6Elements of writing (6--trait)trait)

▪▪ GrammarGrammar



Reader ResponseReader Response

▪▪ FreeFree--writing response from student to writing response from student to 
either author or charactereither author or character

-- questioning motivesquestioning motives

-- addressing actionsaddressing actions

-- inquiring about future plansinquiring about future plans

-- offering adviceoffering advice



Reader ResponseReader Response

▪▪ Write out conversation in text message Write out conversation in text message 
language language between two charactersbetween two characters

-- occurring in textoccurring in text

-- not occurring in textnot occurring in text

* Could lead to a lesson or discussion * Could lead to a lesson or discussion 
about differences in dialectabout differences in dialect



Reader ResponseReader Response

Five Five FavesFaves ActivityActivityFive Five FavesFaves ActivityActivity

Giant Giant TM Response BoardTM Response Board



Students Insert Pictures 
and/or Symbols That:

-Represent a character’s 
acquaintances

-Represent a character’s 
personality traits

Five Faves Activity

personality traits

-Represent several characters in 
a novel

-Represent how one character 
views five other characters in a 
novel

-(Class Climate Application): 
Represent five characteristics of 
the student



TM Response Board

What’s ?

Can u believe what 
George did 2 
Lennie?

O.M.G.I couldnt blv it!

Use this:

To elicit students’ responses to a 
text.

O.M.G.I couldnt blv it!
Y would he do that?

text.

To elicit students’ responses to an 
assignment, activity or task.

To Post announcements.

For students to post questions for 
you to answer later in the period.

As a discussion starter.



Elements of WritingElements of Writing

Use Use students’ knowledge of text students’ knowledge of text 
messaging practices to address messaging practices to address 

writing issueswriting issues..writing issueswriting issues..

Use principles of text messaging Use principles of text messaging 
to scaffold more complex to scaffold more complex 

writing concepts.writing concepts.



Elements of WritingElements of Writing

-- Diction/Word Choice (Be precise Diction/Word Choice (Be precise ––
you’re limited!)you’re limited!)

-- Clarity of ThoughtClarity of Thought-- Clarity of ThoughtClarity of Thought

-- TMSIDK (Ideas and Content)TMSIDK (Ideas and Content)

-- OrganizationOrganization

-- choosing most effective structure for choosing most effective structure for 
your purposes your purposes ---- explaining, creating explaining, creating 
suspense, directing, questioning, suspense, directing, questioning, 
persuadingpersuading



Grammar in the Context Grammar in the Context 
of Their Languageof Their Language

-- Grammar as Grammar as DEDEscriptivescriptive, not , not 
PREPREscriptivescriptivePREPREscriptivescriptive

-- Talk about different grammars instead Talk about different grammars instead 
of only a single, “correct” one.of only a single, “correct” one.



Grammar in the Context Grammar in the Context 
of Their Languageof Their Language

Using students’ work…Using students’ work…

-- Formal English GrammarFormal English Grammar-- Formal English GrammarFormal English Grammar

-- Teen Hallway GrammarTeen Hallway Grammar

-- Rural GrammarRural Grammar

-- Text Message GrammarText Message Grammar



Grammar in the Context Grammar in the Context 
of Their Languageof Their Language

Students create rules for the grammar of text Students create rules for the grammar of text 
messaging. Some rules my students created based messaging. Some rules my students created based 
on their TM experiences include:on their TM experiences include:

-- Capital letters are used only to add emphasis to a Capital letters are used only to add emphasis to a -- Capital letters are used only to add emphasis to a Capital letters are used only to add emphasis to a 
particular word or group of words.particular word or group of words.
-- Exclamation points may be used backExclamation points may be used back--toto--back to back to 
convey extreme emotion. For example, one convey extreme emotion. For example, one 
exclamation point could mean mild happiness, while exclamation point could mean mild happiness, while 
three in a row conveys extreme excitement.three in a row conveys extreme excitement.
-- The number “4” may be used to mean “four” or The number “4” may be used to mean “four” or 
“for” and also may be used as part of larger words “for” and also may be used as part of larger words 
containing the sound “for” such as “before” (B4), containing the sound “for” such as “before” (B4), 
and “forgive” (4gv).and “forgive” (4gv).



Grammar in the Context Grammar in the Context 
of Their Languageof Their Language

After defining some grammatical rules After defining some grammatical rules 
for text messaging for text messaging (and maybe some other (and maybe some other 

grammars we discussed in class)grammars we discussed in class)……

-- compare/contrast activity with formal compare/contrast activity with formal 
grammar and text messaging grammargrammar and text messaging grammar

-- discussion about why each is discussion about why each is 
important and why each needs to exist important and why each needs to exist 
(with different rules)(with different rules)



Grammar in the Context Grammar in the Context 
of Their Languageof Their Language

As students begin thinking about grammar as As students begin thinking about grammar as 
DEDEscriptive rather than scriptive rather than PREPREscriptive, it has scriptive, it has 
been my experience that:been my experience that:

1) They are less afraid of formal writing.1) They are less afraid of formal writing.

2) They begin to recognize WHY the rules of 2) They begin to recognize WHY the rules of 
a language exist.a language exist.

3) They are more aware of when they are 3) They are more aware of when they are 
making mistakes, why something is a making mistakes, why something is a 
mistake, and how to correct it.mistake, and how to correct it.



In Their WordsIn Their Words

"My cell phone is like part of me […] If I "My cell phone is like part of me […] If I 
don't have it, I feel like a part of me is don't have it, I feel like a part of me is don't have it, I feel like a part of me is don't have it, I feel like a part of me is 
missing." missing." 

-- Presentation College freshman Alyssa Presentation College freshman Alyssa 

Vitense of Oakes, N.D.Vitense of Oakes, N.D.

(Source: Mettler, Angela. (Source: Mettler, Angela. Texting: Another way to say helloTexting: Another way to say hello. American News. 6 May 2007.). American News. 6 May 2007.)



“Tuning into “Tuning into 
Literature: Popular Literature: Popular 
Music Connections Music Connections Music Connections Music Connections 
to Classic to Classic 
Literature”Literature”



Music in the Classroom?







Applicability…

While there are certainly While there are certainly 

songs that have no place in songs that have no place in 

schools, are there others that schools, are there others that schools, are there others that schools, are there others that 

might be acceptablemight be acceptable——even even 

welcomedwelcomed——additions to our additions to our 

curricula and our classrooms?curricula and our classrooms?



to create a climate 
conducive to learning…

“Emotion and attention (which are central to all activity “Emotion and attention (which are central to all activity 

in the arts) often lead us to important rational behaviors in the arts) often lead us to important rational behaviors 

that wouldn’t have emerged if  we hadn’t walked that wouldn’t have emerged if  we hadn’t walked that wouldn’t have emerged if  we hadn’t walked that wouldn’t have emerged if  we hadn’t walked 

through that artsthrough that arts--enhanced doorway.  Emotion drives enhanced doorway.  Emotion drives 

attention, and attention drives learning, problem attention, and attention drives learning, problem 

solving, behavior, and just about everything else.”solving, behavior, and just about everything else.”

(Sylwester, 1998, p. 35)(Sylwester, 1998, p. 35)



as an instructional tool…

“Music offers great opportunities for communication “Music offers great opportunities for communication 

and expression, for creativity and group cooperationand expression, for creativity and group cooperation——

plus, it’s good for the brain and can enhance learning plus, it’s good for the brain and can enhance learning 

and intellectual development.”and intellectual development.”

(Weinberger, 1998, p. 39)(Weinberger, 1998, p. 39)



“Music, when used as a carrier (or accompaniment) to “Music, when used as a carrier (or accompaniment) to 

content learning, provides a powerful superhighway content learning, provides a powerful superhighway 

as an instructional tool…

straight to the brain.  The value of  embedding lyrics in straight to the brain.  The value of  embedding lyrics in 

music is that learning this way activates emotional music is that learning this way activates emotional 

responses, as well as memory in the auditory cortex.”responses, as well as memory in the auditory cortex.”

(Jensen, 2000, p. 84)(Jensen, 2000, p. 84)



as a scaffold to enhance 
levels of critical thinking…

Morrell and DuncanMorrell and Duncan--Andrade (2002) suggest Andrade (2002) suggest 

contemporary song lyrics are “literary texts and can be contemporary song lyrics are “literary texts and can be 

used to scaffold literary terms and concepts and used to scaffold literary terms and concepts and used to scaffold literary terms and concepts and used to scaffold literary terms and concepts and 

ultimately foster literary interpretations. [These texts] ultimately foster literary interpretations. [These texts] 

are rich in imagery and metaphor and can be used to are rich in imagery and metaphor and can be used to 

teach irony, tone, diction, point of  view […] theme, teach irony, tone, diction, point of  view […] theme, 

plot, motif, and character development.” plot, motif, and character development.” 

(p. 89)(p. 89)



intertextuality…

“We can perform the same close textual analysis on many “We can perform the same close textual analysis on many 

song lyrics that literature classes have traditionally done for song lyrics that literature classes have traditionally done for 

our canonical texts. We can discuss the social or political our canonical texts. We can discuss the social or political our canonical texts. We can discuss the social or political our canonical texts. We can discuss the social or political 

implications of  songs in the same way we now do with implications of  songs in the same way we now do with 

standard literary texts. We can illuminate and make standard literary texts. We can illuminate and make 

relevant what may appear to our students as the cryptic relevant what may appear to our students as the cryptic 

experiences of  obscure humans in ancient times.”experiences of  obscure humans in ancient times.”

((LuebkeLuebke, 1995, p. 11), 1995, p. 11)





www.LitTunes.com



www.LitTunes.com

�Open access educational outreach
�Collaborative
�Literacy, literature, literary literacy�Literacy, literature, literary literacy
�Essays, lesson plans, research
�Database of over 600 songs
�What could you contribute?



www.LitTunes.com Lesson Plans



www.LitTunes.com Rationale



www.LitTunes.com Song to Lit. Connections



Connections

�The song is inspired by literature directly.
�The song connects thematically to a text.
�The song connects to the setting of the text
�The song connects to a character in a work �The song connects to a character in a work 
somehow.
�The song connects tonally in that authors may be 
writing from similar perspectives.
�The song's plot is similar to the plot of a particular 

piece of literature.



The Grapes of Wrath

�Bruce Springsteen,  “The 
Ghost of Tom Joad”
�Woody Guthrie, “Tom 
Joad Part 1”Joad Part 1”
�Woody Guthrie, “Tom 
Joad Part 2”
�Chris Knight, “The 
Broken Plow”



Canonical Literature Song Title and Artist

Romeo and Juliet “Teenager” by Better Than Ezra
“One Last Breath” by Creed
“Romeo and Juliet” by Blue Oyster Cult

To Kill a Mockingbird “Losing My Religion” by R.E.M.
“Man in Black” by Johnny Cash
“Imagine” by John Lennon

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn “Song for America” by Kansas
“Southern Accent” by Tom Petty“Southern Accent” by Tom Petty
“Born to Run” by Bruce Springsteen

The Great Gatsby “Boats Against the Current” by Eric 
Carmen
“Superman (It’s Not Easy) by Five For 
Fighting
“Only in America” by Brooks and Dunn

Native Son “Hurricane” by Bob Dylan
“Folsom Prison Blues” by Johnny Cash
“One” by Creed



“Broken Plow” 



Broken PlowBroken Plow
By Chris Knight By Chris Knight -- The Jealous KindThe Jealous Kind

Load up the old Dodge truckLoad up the old Dodge truck
We’ll leave what we can’t sellWe’ll leave what we can’t sell
Nobody needs a sharecropper’s tools or a dust filled wellNobody needs a sharecropper’s tools or a dust filled well
Take you one last look around shed you one last tearTake you one last look around shed you one last tear
For the broken plow, the broken dreamsFor the broken plow, the broken dreams
And the life we’re leaving hereAnd the life we’re leaving here

Pull the lines down tightPull the lines down tightPull the lines down tightPull the lines down tight
The kids can ride on top of the loadThe kids can ride on top of the load
In the cool of the nightIn the cool of the night
They can crawl underneath the tarpThey can crawl underneath the tarp
To stay out of the coldTo stay out of the cold
Eleven hundred miles of mountain and sandEleven hundred miles of mountain and sand
We’ll cross ‘em tired and tornWe’ll cross ‘em tired and torn
If this beat up truck can carry usIf this beat up truck can carry us
Far enough away from the stormFar enough away from the storm



Chorus:We’re going to CaliforniaChorus:We’re going to California
There’s work there for a manThere’s work there for a man
Too proud to beg for charityToo proud to beg for charity
Too poor to make a standToo poor to make a stand
Pray it’s just the land we’re losingPray it’s just the land we’re losing
Not my life’s blood that I leaveNot my life’s blood that I leave
On the handles of that broken plowOn the handles of that broken plow
That haunts me in my dreamsThat haunts me in my dreams

A man at a roadside stationA man at a roadside station
Don’t like dealing with my kindDon’t like dealing with my kind
He’d beat me out of my last dollarHe’d beat me out of my last dollarHe’d beat me out of my last dollarHe’d beat me out of my last dollar
And never look me in the eyeAnd never look me in the eye
I heard ‘em call us OkiesI heard ‘em call us Okies
Hell I don’t know what that meansHell I don’t know what that means
But something tells me the promised landBut something tells me the promised land
Ain’t as promising as it seemsAin’t as promising as it seems



ChorusChorus

Bridge: This restless road is full of strangersBridge: This restless road is full of strangers
They ain’t no stranger than I amThey ain’t no stranger than I am
Hardened faces damn the dust and curse the windHardened faces damn the dust and curse the wind
That drove us from this life and homeThat drove us from this life and home
We’ll never know againWe’ll never know again

ChorusChorus

On the handles of my broken plow that haunts me in my On the handles of my broken plow that haunts me in my 
dreamsdreams



The muleteer of Spain carols with the early The muleteer of Spain carols with the early 
lark, amid the stormy mountains of his native lark, amid the stormy mountains of his native 
land.  The land.  The vintagervintager of Sicily has his evening of Sicily has his evening 
hymn; the fisherman of Naples his boathymn; the fisherman of Naples his boat--song; song; 
the gondolier of Venice his midnight serenade.  the gondolier of Venice his midnight serenade.  
The goatherd of Switzerland and the Tyrol, the The goatherd of Switzerland and the Tyrol, the 
Carpathian boor, the Scotch Highlander, the Carpathian boor, the Scotch Highlander, the Carpathian boor, the Scotch Highlander, the Carpathian boor, the Scotch Highlander, the 
English ploughboy, singing as he drives his team English ploughboy, singing as he drives his team 
afield, peasant, serf, slave, all, all have their afield, peasant, serf, slave, all, all have their 
ballads and ballads and traditionarytraditionary songs.  Music is the songs.  Music is the 
universal language of mankind, poetry their universal language of mankind, poetry their 
universal pastime and delight. universal pastime and delight. 

--D.H. Lawrence in D.H. Lawrence in OutreOutre--MerMer: A : A 
PilgrimmagePilgrimmage Beyond the Sea (1835)Beyond the Sea (1835)



In The Closing of the American Mind, 
Allan Bloom (1987) lambastes 
contemporary music as having “one 
appeal only, a barbaric appeal, to appeal only, a barbaric appeal, to 
sexual desire—not love, not eros, but 
sexual desire undeveloped and 

untutored.” 



“It acknowledges the first emanations 
of children’s emerging sensuality and 
addresses them seriously, eliciting 
them and legitimating them, not as 
little sprouts that must be carefully little sprouts that must be carefully 
tended in order to grow into gorgeous 
flowers, but as the real thing.”  

(p. 73)



“Rock music encourages passions and 
provides models that have no relation 
to any life young people who go to 
universities can possibly lead, or to universities can possibly lead, or to 
the kinds of admiration encouraged 
by liberal studies.” 

(Bloom, 1987, p. 80)



Musical Intertextuality

Reading a text while purposefully 
attempting to connect the 

characters, themes, plot, setting, characters, themes, plot, setting, 
and/or tone of the text to existing 

musical knowledge



Of Mice and Men Project

�Directed reading
�5 participants
�98 original connections�98 original connections
�Guthrie’s “Blowin’ Down the Old Dusty   
Road” three times
�Artists: Guthrie, Springsteen, Gillian 
Welch, Tom Waits



“If we teach as we taught 
yesterday, we rob our yesterday, we rob our 

children of tomorrow.” –
John Dewey



“Would Huckleberry “Would Huckleberry 
Finn and Holden Finn and Holden Finn and Holden Finn and Holden 
Caulfield Be Caulfield Be 
Facebook Friends?”Facebook Friends?”



More than ever beforeMore than ever before

Social Networks are online opportunities Social Networks are online opportunities 
for people to share, presumably with for people to share, presumably with 
other people they know, thoughts, other people they know, thoughts, 
experiences, responses, and space on experiences, responses, and space on experiences, responses, and space on experiences, responses, and space on 
the World Wide Web.the World Wide Web.

FacebookFacebook, MySpace, eHarmony, , MySpace, eHarmony, 
LinkedinLinkedin, , NingNing, Blogger, Blogger



Social NetworkingSocial Networking

�� Our students are finally doing what we Our students are finally doing what we 
have always wanted: Reading and have always wanted: Reading and 
writing for pleasure more than ever writing for pleasure more than ever writing for pleasure more than ever writing for pleasure more than ever 
beforebefore

�� Should teachers be on Facebook and Should teachers be on Facebook and 
MySpace or just know about them?MySpace or just know about them?

�� Not so fast!Not so fast!



Should Teachers Be Should Teachers Be 
There?There?

�� Yes.Yes.

�� With the knowledge that everything they With the knowledge that everything they 
write on these sites is potentially public write on these sites is potentially public 
information.information.information.information.

�� With self imposed parameters in terms of With self imposed parameters in terms of 
contact with current studentscontact with current students

�� With the goal of understanding adolescents With the goal of understanding adolescents 
and nurturing the writing that takes placeand nurturing the writing that takes place



Educational BenefitsEducational Benefits

�� Finding common ground with students’  language, Finding common ground with students’  language, 
interests, and realityinterests, and reality

�� Writing process in the recursive nature of the webWriting process in the recursive nature of the web

�� Social networking between students, schools, Social networking between students, schools, �� Social networking between students, schools, Social networking between students, schools, 
states, and in a global societystates, and in a global society

�� Media literacyMedia literacy----Discussion of Internet risks and Discussion of Internet risks and 
benefitsbenefits

�� Critical literacyCritical literacy--why would this person say _____?why would this person say _____?

�� Literature discussionsLiterature discussions



Teaching ResponsibilityTeaching Responsibility

“You teach! You have frank discussions. You show them “You teach! You have frank discussions. You show them 
examples and ask them to make ethical decisions. You ask: examples and ask them to make ethical decisions. You ask: 
What does it mean that fifteenWhat does it mean that fifteen--yearyear--old kids are calling old kids are calling 
themselves nineteen and posting racy pictures online? What themselves nineteen and posting racy pictures online? What 
does it mean that college kids are posting raunchy spring does it mean that college kids are posting raunchy spring does it mean that college kids are posting raunchy spring does it mean that college kids are posting raunchy spring 
break pictures that a prospective employer can find? The idea break pictures that a prospective employer can find? The idea 
that we are the stories we tell has never been more that we are the stories we tell has never been more 
important. important. Schools have always taught kids how to present Schools have always taught kids how to present 
themselvesthemselves ---- that's why we did oral presentations in the that's why we did oral presentations in the 
classroom. Now we need to teach them to present themselves classroom. Now we need to teach them to present themselves 
electronically.electronically. That's why it's so scary to lock these That's why it's so scary to lock these 
technologies outtechnologies out.”  .”  From From EdutopiaEdutopia, April 2007, April 2007



How I started…How I started…

�� Students worked from Students worked from 
a Microsoft Word a Microsoft Word 
templatetemplate

�� We had serious We had serious 

 

 

 

 

 

 _______________is In Your Extended Network (Do 

you have a nickname? Put it here.) 

 

 

 

 

Song: Type song title here 

Who I’d Like to Meet: List 3-5 people that you would like to meet someday.  

About Me: 

In 6-10 sentences, describe yourself. 

 

Your Picture 

Name 

Your Motto/Quote:   

 

Male/Female                               

Birth date:  

Current Town:  Where do 

you live right now?                      

Feb. 9, 1722 

 

�� We had serious We had serious 
conversations (and conversations (and 
edit time) as the work edit time) as the work 
was being done.was being done.

�� ModelModel

General: 

Music:  

T.V. Shows:  

Movies:  

Books:  

Heroes:  

 

 

 

 

Hometown: Do you consider 

another place home? List it here. 

Religion:  Share if you wish 

Zodiac Sign: Share if you wish 

Education: List all the high schools 

you’ve attended. 

Your Top 3: List and Illustrate the 3 most important or influential people in your 

life.          

Name 

Picture 

 

Picture Picture 

Name Name  

Name 

And 

Picture 

How would your friends and 

family characterize you? From 

their perspective, write a 

comment that hints at an 

aspect of your personality 

 

Sample:  Hey Susie~ Thank you 

for helping at the carnival. I 

can always depend on you! 



Student ExampleStudent Example

 

 

 

 

 

 Ciara bka CeeBreeze =] is very excited. 

About Me:  

 

My government name is Ciara Ward. Most people don’t think the 

name fits me so, my best friends call me; Cee, Breeze, or CeeBreeze. I 

love to text (I’m Textually Active =], I love to shop (WetSeal is the best 

=], Last but Not Least… I love to HAVE FUN! If you see me around, I’d 

probably be laughing or smiling. I’m known for my goofy laugh. It’s 

loud & obnoxious! I’m a freshman at JCHS- Home of the Blue Jays. 

WHOOT WHOOT!  

 

__&Ciara;; 

Do What Makes You 

Happy. Be With Who 

Makes You Smile. 

Laugh As Much As 

You Breathe & Love 

As Long As You Live. 

Female 

November 26th 

Fort Riley, Kansas 

Login:                                 

Feb. 9, 1722 

 

General: 

School, Shopping, Texting, Family, Friends, 

Talking, Eating, Having Fun. 

  

Music: 

All Kinds... I love Music. 

T.V. Shows: 

I Like Watching Cartoons. 

Movies: 

Scary Movies *Evil Laugh* 

Books: 

Who Needs Books?? When You Have Computers 

=] 

Hometown: Virginia 

Education: Freshman 

 

 

My Besties for the Restie 

“Ride-Or-Die” By; Ace Hood 

WHOOT WHOOT!  

That’s about it... I hope you learned something today. 

 

 

Brandon 

 

 
 

Kemony! Fab. Four 



Theory into practiceTheory into practice

Using studentUsing student--centered discussion models to centered discussion models to 
parse current issues with social networking parse current issues with social networking 
sites, using articles, news stories, etc.sites, using articles, news stories, etc.

-- cyber bullyingcyber bullying-- cyber bullyingcyber bullying

-- online stalkingonline stalking

-- identity theftidentity theft

-- appropriatenessappropriateness

-- private vs. public conversationprivate vs. public conversation



Theory into practiceTheory into practice

Character AnalysisCharacter Analysis

-- Create a facebook or myspace page for an author or novel Create a facebook or myspace page for an author or novel 
character.character.

Who would this person’s friends be? Who would this person’s friends be? 
What kind of pictures would he or she What kind of pictures would he or she 
post?post?
What kinds of wall messages would be What kinds of wall messages would be 
displayed?displayed?
What kind of music would they listen to?What kind of music would they listen to?
What are they reading?What are they reading?
What are their political viewpoints, religious, etc?What are their political viewpoints, religious, etc?



 

 THEE Alexander Pope 

 

“A man should never be 

ashamed to own he has been 

wrong, which is but saying, that 

he is wiser today than he was 

yesterday.” 

 

Gender: Male 

Age: 56 

Location: London England 

 

General: My grotto and gardens.  Poetry. 

Music: Classical 

Theatrical Productions: Shakespeare’s plays. 

Books: Pastorals, An Essay on Criticism, The Rape of the 

Lock, Windsor Forest, Translation of the Iliad, Eloisa to Abelard, 

Elegy to the Memory of an Unfortunate Lady, Translation of the 

Odyssey, The Dunciad, Essay on Man, The Prologue to the 

Satires 

Heroes: Homer and Shakespeare 

Alexander Pope is in your 

extended network. 

A Little Something Interesting: 

 I am a poet best known for my Essay on  

Criticism, Rape of the Lock and The Dunciad. I am the 

son of Alexander and Edith Pope.  I suffered many 

diseases as a kid such as Pott’s Disease. My first poem 

Ode to Solitude, at the age of twelve. If you want to 

know anything else just ask. 

Who I’d Like To Meet:   

I would like to meet Homer and Shakespeare because I 

was fascinated with their work since I was a child. 

THEE Alexander Pope’s Top Friends: 

        

 John Gay      Jonathon Swift    John Arbuthnot   Richard Steel 

Person’s Details: 

Status: Single 

Orientation: Straight 

Hometown: London, England 

Religion: Roman Catholic 

Zodiac: Gemini 

Children: None 

Education: Graduated School 

Schools:  

The first school that I attended was 

Twyford but after writing a satire 

about my teacher I was expelled 

from Twyford. I then went to 

Clandestine Catholic School, Hyde 

Park Corner where I graduated 

from. 

                 

Will Wycherley   Joseph Addison   Elijah Fenton      John Caryll 

 

View the rest of THEE Alexander Pope’s friends: 

 

Comments: 

Elijah Fenton 

 If you need any more help revising any of 

your work the just let me know.  

John Gay 

Forming the Scriblerus Club was a great 

idea. When do you want to start to satirize the 

ignorance Martnius Sciblerus? 

Will Wycherley 

 I’m so glad that John Caryll introduced 

us, you’re a hell of a guy. 

 

 

 





Theory into practiceTheory into practice

Small groups or crossSmall groups or cross--section section 
collaboration and communicationcollaboration and communication

Literature CirclesLiterature Circles

-- student choicestudent choice--basedbased

-- students in multiple sections reading students in multiple sections reading 
the same bookthe same book



NINGNING——Class discussion guide in Class discussion guide in 
an AP classrooman AP classroom

www.ning.com



Creating a classroom blog Creating a classroom blog 
or wikior wiki

�� Can be used as a way to communicate Can be used as a way to communicate 
with students & parentswith students & parents

�� Useful in both elementary and Useful in both elementary and �� Useful in both elementary and Useful in both elementary and 
secondary classroomssecondary classrooms

�� Control remains in the hands of Control remains in the hands of 
creator or administrator.creator or administrator.

�� Classroom discussions, observations, Classroom discussions, observations, 
and research can be documented.and research can be documented.



WetpaintWetpaint——Classroom Wiki for an Classroom Wiki for an 
Elementary ClassroomElementary Classroom

www.wetpaint.com
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